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is presented to our contemplation. He beheld
a vast central body, surrounded by a limited number
of orbs, some of which were the centres of subordinate
schemes of greater or less extent. When we have
"added the ring of Saturn as the only formation dif-
fering from planets and satellites in character, and the
comets, few and far between, which seemed rather acci-
dental tributaries of the sun than regular members
of his family, we have considered all the features which
the solar system, as known in Sir William Herschel's
day, presented to the contemplation of astronomers.

With us it is very different. We see thaf there
exists within the solar system a variety of size and
structure, of motion, arrangement, and aggregation,
which is already inconceivable, and yet doubtless but
faintly shadows forth the real complexity and richness
of the scheme swayed by our sun. Perhaps it is in
considering the solar system in the particular light in
which, in this treatise, I have had occasion to present
it, that this wonderful variety of conformation is njade
most strikingly apparent. But, apart from all specu-
lative theories, there can be no doubt that the solar
system presents to us a subject of study amazing in
itself, but most amazing when we regard it as sup-
plying the analogies which are to guide us in forming
our views respecting the sidereal system. Besides the
family of planets circling round the sun, besides the
system of dependent orbs which circle round the*
planets, we see a zone in which independent, planets
circle by hundreds, perhaps even by myriads, around